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An Opportunity
to Make a Pitch

for $50,000

Five Southwest Florida
entrepreneurs will get an
opportunity to compete for
$50,000 from investors at a
Shark Tank-style event in Punta
Gorda on March 30.

The deadline for entrepreneurs
to submit their startup business
plans to VenturePitch SWFL is
February 15.  

"Thanks to generous sponsors,
VenturePitch SWFL will offer the
winning startups $50,000 in
equity investments for the first
time since the quarterly events
began in 2015, said Timothy
Cartwright, Chairman of the
Naples-based Tamiami Angel
Funds.

For more information, visit:
www.tamiami-e.co

Manufacturer's
Unite!

If you own a manufacturing
business in Cape Coral, this

Economic Development
News

Message From Your EDO Manager
Where did 2016 Go?

I don't know about the
rest of you, but 2016
was a blur to me.  We
had the busiest year
I've experienced since
coming to Cape Coral. 
Of course, I suppose
that's a good thing for
us.  We've seen
tremendous growth and
it looks as though we'll
see more of the same in 2017.  

Your EDO office is bustling with activity and interest in
Cape Coral is growing.  We have continued with our
efforts to promote Cape Coral both domestically and
abroad to ensure that there are always opportunities for
us to bring in new companies, create jobs, encourage
investment and increase our commercial tax base to help
relieve the burden on our residents.  Over the past two
years, we have increased our commercial tax base from
eight to 12 percent.  It may not sound like much, but
that's a 50% increase.  We are also continuing to visit with
existing local companies to see if we can offer any
support, especially if they need to expand and/or add
jobs.

We truly believe that 2017 could be another tremendous
year for Cape Coral and your EDO staff will work hard in
support of that.  Keep us in mind if you should need any
assistance.  We will always do our best to help our local
businesses.  Enjoy the new year!

Sincerely,
 

Dana Brunett
 
City of Cape Coral
Economic Development Manager

City Approves New Business Incentive
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Carleen McIlveen is ready to
serve customers in her spa's

new location.

information could be of great
value to you and your
business.  The Southwest
Florida Regional Manufacturers
Association (SRMA) is an
organization that strives to bring
manufacturers and the
resources they desire
together.  

The organization operates and
has members from
manufacturing companies
throughout Southwest Florida. 
The SRMA supports local
manufacturers in many ways. 
In addition to training
opportunities and networking,
SRMA supports economic
development, promotes state-
of-the-art technologies and
works with local resources to
develop and maintain a highly
skilled workforce.  The SRMA
also acts as an advocate for
manufacturing in both the public
and private sectors.

Led by Executive Director Peter
Bagwell and Board Chair Brian
Rist of Storm Smart, SRMA is
looking to expand its
membership and positively
impact manufacturers
throughout the region.  If you
are a manufacturer or a related
business, we encourage you to
reach out to SRMA and explore
becoming a member.  It's an
ever-changing world where
additional help and a voice in
support of manufacturing in our
region could be extremely
useful.  The SRMA can be found
at https://srma.net or contact
Peter Bagwell directly at
(239)689-3649 or
exec@srma.net to discuss your
interest in becoming a member
today.

Cape Coral Art
League Hosts 7th
Annual Art Fair

Program

In an effort to become
more business friendly, our
City Council recently
established an Economic
Development Incentive
Fund to streamline the
process of addressing
small incentive requests as
they arise.  With the new

fund, small requests will no longer have to go to Council,
allowing the city to become more nimble with assisting
businesses, leveraging new investment and creating jobs. 

A new Economic Development Incentive Fund Committee
is comprised of the Assistant City Manager, DCD Director
and Economic Development Manager.  The Committee will
use established criteria to review and score incentive
requests.  Approvals of less than $25,000 will be handled
by the Economic Development Incentive Committee and
larger approvals up to $50,000 will be approved by the City
Manager through a recommendation by the Committee.  All
other incentive approvals of $50,000 or more will still
require City Council approval. 

The Fund will begin with $200,000 available. City staff views
this as another step in becoming more business friendly
and creating an environment where businesses will want to
be.  To see if you qualify, please contact the Economic
Development office at (239) 574-0444 or
ecodev@capecoral.net.

Business Profile: Imagine Wellness Spa
Q & A with a Growing Cape Business

To change up our usual
format, we opted to share
direct answers in a Q & A
format as we spoke with
Carleen McIlveen. She is
President and owner of the
newly expanded Imagine
Wellness Spa.

Please describe your
business & how it
differentiates from other
similar businesses.
It's a Wellness Spa so the
focus is on finding and
enhancing one's best
beautiful self internally and
externally.  It's not just a
facial or a massage, our therapists work with clients to get
to the root cause of their concerns and attain lasting results.
It's not unusual for someone to come in for a facial
because they don't like how their skin is looking and three
months later have better skin, have less pain and
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Saturday and Sunday
January 28 and 29
 
Cape Coral Art League
516 Cultural Park Blvd.
Cape Coral
 
See original artwork, sculptures,
crafts, photography, jewelry,
pottery and more. 

This free event will include art
demonstrations, a bake sale
and raffle prizes.  

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
101 new businesses registered

for Cape Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in December 2016.

 

Click here to view new Cape

business reports.

Upcoming
Learning

Opportunities

discomfort in their body and maybe even some weight loss
or other health improvements, by learning how to support
their body in a better way.
 
Why did you select Cape Coral? 
My husband and I were familiar with Cape Coral from
visiting family.  We were looking for a lower cost of living
with a better quality of life. I initially opened in August 2013
with a small skin and makeup studio. It was my first solo
location. In Connecticut, I rented a room in someone else's
business. 
 
How did you know you were ready to expand? How
many staff /team members did you start with and
how many do you project to have with the new
operation?
People just kept coming to me wanting to build their
business along side of mine.  I started with one when I
opened in 2013 and now the team is nine with at least one
more joining us soon.  Not everyone is full-time and most
are independent contractors.
 
Do you have a special formula for success?
It's about the clients, what is best for each one and how can
I serve them best. I pray on it each morning, for the
wisdom to best serve each one, and do a lot of listening so
I hear what they need most.  We share clients across the
various team members to make sure each client is
exposed to everything we offer that can help them.
 
What would you most like your customers to know
about you?  About your business?
Education is important to me.  I research, take classes and
learn constantly about each client and their individual needs
and solutions. My business is a small business and just
because there may be four or six of us working when they
come in, each of us only makes an income if we serve a
client.  We take our businesses seriously, and go out of our
way to serve our clients. This is our livelihood and growth
depends on the people we serve.
 
What is the best way for people to contact you?   
We now have an App!  Get it at your App Store, it's
Imagine Wellness Spa.  You can contact us through the
app, by phone, email or view the website.  You can book
through the app also.  The phone is 239-471-7029. Email is
imaginewellnessspa@gmail.com.
 
Was City staff helpful to you during this process?Yes,
city staff has always been very helpful with each move.
This one was tricky because I updated my name with a dba
and the property has two unit numbers even though only
one door to enter so licensing got a bit confusing and costly
for me with errors on the state side but the city staff worked
with me on a solution.
 
1404 Del Prado Blvd S., Suite 100, Cape Coral, FL  33990  
.   239.471.7029   .   ImagineByCarleen.com

A Resource to Help Active Military &
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EDO 
4th Wednesday BizChat
Wednesday, January 25
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Nicholas Annex
815 Nicholas Parkway
Cape Coral, FL  33990

Hosted by the Cape Coral EDO
in partnership with FGCU's
Small Business Development
Center with participation from
the Cape Chamber and a host
of community partners.

This meeting offers existing and
prospective business owners an
opportunity to test their
company elevator speech and
learn how to fine-tune the
message.  Enjoy a free light
lunch and hear a short
educational message from a
small business expert.

BizTalk
A Free Conference by Dex
Media for Small Business
Owners in SW Florida
Thursday, January 26
4:00 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.
The Crowne Plaza
13051 Bell Tower Drive,
Fort Myers, FL  33907

Topics will range from 10 tricks
to skyrocket your productivity to
why mobile matters, how to
navigate the digital world and
how to develop an effective
business model. Dinner is
included.
To register, visit:
dexmedia.com/events

Cape Coral Business
Alliance
Tuesday, February 7
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Veterans

MISSION UNITED, a United
Way Initiative, will serve as a
single phone point of entry
using its existing 211 number
to help local U.S. active
military, veterans and their
families in Lee, Hendry and
Glades counties to find and access much needed services.
When a caller dials the 211 number, trained operators will
assess the caller's needs and refer them to the appropriate
resources in the community.

MISSION UNITED Program Manager Jeremy Gentile said,
"All a veteran needs to remember is to dial 2-1-1 when
they need assistance.  United Way 211 answered over 500
calls from veterans during its soft launch of the program.
 We not only find resources for the veterans who call, but
follow up by calling them back to be sure they got the help
they needed."

For more information, visit:  unitedwaylee.org

In Search of the Most Amazing
Philanthropists in Lee County

Nominations are now open
throughout Lee County for the
Cape Coral Community
Foundation's (CCCF)
philanthropy award-the 

Tabor Generosity Award.
 
Nominees may be full or part-time residents of Lee County
who have demonstrated generosity through their actions as
well as financial commitments.  "Philanthropy is about more
than writing a check for a good cause," says CCCF
President & CEO Michael Chatman.  "It's about fully giving
of yourself, your time, talent and treasures, in a way that
has meaningful impact.  We are blessed to have many true
philanthropists in Lee County."
 
Nominations may be submitted by an individual, a group or
through self-nomination.  All nominations will require an
essay of up to 300 words describing why the nominee
should be elected and explaining how the nominee has
demonstrated generosity. One or two letters of
recommendation are also requested. Suggestions for a
strong nomination:

Show excitement and enthusiasm for your nominee
Describe how their efforts have encouraged others
Explain how the individual serves the mission of the
CCCF
Impact matters
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Palmetto-Pine Country Club
1940 SW 9th Court
Cape Coral, FL  33991
Cost is $25 and includes lunch.
 
The speakers will be Barbara
and Andreas Dolleschal of
Smargasy, Inc. sharing
information about Internet
security.To register, visit:
capebusinessalliance.com

Cape Coral Chamber Food
for Though Seminar
Thursday, February 9
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Cape Coral Technical College
360 Santa Barbara Blvd. N
Cape Coral, FL 33993
Topic will be "Why/How to Use
Twitter." Cost is $15 for
members; $20 for non-
members and includes lunch.
To register, visit:

CapeCoralChamber.com

Entrepreneur's Balcony
Thursday, February 9
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Park in the Big John's Parking lot

on E 47th Terrace and follow
signs to the meeting space.
No Cost:  Includes Jet's Pizza.
This is a free and ongoing
school intended to teach people
that if they can learn how to
'think like an entrepreneur', the
principles can be applied to any
facet of life.  For more
information, visit:
eByChoice Facebook page.

Scholarships
Available

The Uncommon Friends

The award is named after its first recipient, Elmer Tabor,
who was presented this honor in 2007.  The deadline to
submit nominations is close of business on Thursday,

February 28th. The nomination form can be filled out online
at: www.capecoralcf.org/tabor-awards.html; for other
options, feel free to call the CCCF offices at 239.542.5594.

Next MicroEnterprise Classes to Begin
Still Time To Sign Up

Goodwill's SWFL
MicroEnterprise program
kicks off classes in Cape
Coral on February 6th.

These classes help aspiring business owners to develop a
solid plan to get started in business with a sense of
confidence, knowing that they've truly done the homework
to ensure the best possible chance of success.

These classes run for six weeks on Monday and Thursday
evenings from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

For more information and to apply, click here.

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter for the latest Economic Development News.
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Foundation is accepting
applications for its 2017 student
scholarships, which will be
awarded to deserving students,
veterans, struggling adults, and
single parents who are pursuing
degrees in education, law,
technology and other studies.

Nominees must need financial
assistance, excel in school
and/or their personal lives and
possess high quality character
traits.

For more information and to
access the application packet,
click here.
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SBDC
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